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FAS FOR GRAIN & FEED/NOVOTNY FROM AGATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAGR, EPAP, HU 

SUB J : HUNGARIAN HARVEST PROSPECTS 1978 

1 . ON JULY 11, ISTVAN MESZAROS, DIR. GEN., MIN. AG., 

RESPONSIBLE FOR COORDINATING CROP PRODUCTION, BRIEFED 
AGATTACHE ON PROSPECTS FOR GRAIN HARVEST IN HUNGARY. 

FOLLOWING ARE MAJOR POINTS MADE BY MESZAROS. 

2. GRAIN HARVEST HAS JUST STARTED AND PROSPECTS LOOK 
GOOD FOR 1978. SMALL GRAINS HARVEST (WHEAT, RYE, BARLEY 
AND OATS) SHOULD BE BETTER THAN LAST YEAR'S RECORD CROP, 

WHILE RESULTS OF CORN HARVEST STILL TOO EARLY TO JUDGE. 

2. HUNGARY'S SMALL GRAIN CROP WILL BE HARVESTED AGAIN 
FROM THE SAME ACREAGE AS LAST YEAR. DESPITE A TEN-DAY 
DELAY IN HARVEST, COOL AND WET GROWING SEASON AND WIDE- 
SPREAD LODGING DUE TO RECENT STORMS, THE SMALL GRAIN CROP 
IS EXPECTED TO BE FOUR TO FIVE PERCENT HIGHER THAN LAST 
YEAR. MESZAROS RECOGNIZED HARVEST WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT 
THIS YEAR THAN DURING 1977 DRY SEASON AND, THEREFORE, 

HARVEST LOSSES IN 1978 COULD BE MUCH LARGER THAN LAST 
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YEAR. HOWEVER, THE HEAVIER TEST WEIGHT OF THE KERNEL 
AND BETTER YIELDING WHEAT VARIETIES PLANTED FOR THIS 
YEAR SHOULD COMPENSATE MORE THAN ENOUGH FOR THE EXPECTED 
HARVEST LOSSES. ALSO, THE COUNTRY IS WELL EQUIPPED WITH 
NECESSARY HARVESTING COMBINES AND DRYERS. 

4. CORN WAS PLANTED ON 1.325,000 HECTARES, ABOUT 50,000 
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HECTARES MORE THAN IN 1977. UNFORTUNATELY, BECAUSE OF 
WET FIELDS, CORN WENT INTO GROUND ABOUT TEN DAYS LATE. 

THE COOL AND RAINY GROWING SEASON DID NOT, SO FAR, PERMIT 
FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLANT. MESZAROS WAS LESS OPTIMIS- 
TIC ABOUT THE CORN CROP PRIMARILY BECAUSE THE TEN-DAY 
DELAY IN PLANTING MAY EXPOSE THE PLANT TO EARLY FALL FREEZES 
BEFORE HARVEST. HE ADDED. HOWEVER, THAT A RELATIVELY DRY 
AND WARM AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER COULD MORE THAN OFFSET THE 
EFFECT OF THE POOR WEATHER IN THE EARLY GROWING SEASON. 

HE HIMSELF BELIEVED THE EXPERTS WHO FORECAST WARM AND DRY 
WEATHER OVER THE REMAINDER OF THE GROWING SEASON. 

5. COMMENTS: VISUAL OBSERVATIONS OF FIELDS REVEAL WIDE- 
SPREAD LODGINGS. IN SEVERAL AREAS OVER 50 PERCENT OF THE 
WHEAT CROP WAS FLATTENED. CORN, WHILE SEEMINGLY WELL 
DEVELOPED, STANDS ABOUT ONE FOOT SHORTER THAN EXPECTED 
DURING THIS TIME OF THE YEAR. 

6. BASED ON MESZAROS' REMARKS AND OBSERVATIONS OF THE 
FIELDS, THE FOLLOWING GRAIN CROP ESTIMATES ARE OFFERED 
FOR 1978; 

- TOTAL GRAIN CROP MAY COME CLOSE TO THE 13 MILLION TON 

- TARGET, ALTHOUGH THIS MAY REQUIRE AT LEAST AVERAGE 

- WEATHER DURING THE REMAINDER OF THE GROWING SEASON AND 

- ABSENCE OF FREEZE DAMAGE TO CORN. 
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- THE SMALL GRAIN CROP TO BE HARVESTED FROM 1,660,000 

- HECTARES COULD COME TO 6.5 MILLION TONS WITH WHEAT 

- REACHING A RECORD VOLUME OF 5.5 MILLION TONS. 

- UNLESS MARKED WEATHER IMPROVEMENTS OCCUR DURING RE- 

- MAINDER OF CORN GROWING SEASON, CORN CROP WILL HAVE 

- DIFFICULTY IN REACHING THE TARGETED 4.9 TONS YIELD PER 

- HECTARE. ASSUMING AN AVERAGE YIELD PER HECTARE OF 4.8 

- TONS, CORN CROP TO BE HARVESTED FROM 1,325,000 HECTARES 

- SHOULD COME TO 6.4 MILLION TONS FOR A TOTAL GRAIN CROP 

- OF 12.9 MILLION TONS. WITH THIS OUTPUT, HUNGARY'S EX- 

- PORT POTENTIAL FOR THE COMING SEASON COULD RANGE 

- BETWEEN 1.0 TO 1.5 MILLION TONS. MAINLY WHEAT. WOLF 
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